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II. A partial revision which embraces one or more
articles of the constitution can take place:

1.  According to the forms prescribed for federal
legislation, that is to say, by the two Chambers in the
ordinary process of law.   The articles so revised must
always be accepted by the people and the cantons.

It should be remembered that when the Chambers
disagree on the subject of a partial revision, the diffi-
culty cannot be solved by an appeal to the people as
in the case of a total revision. When one Chamber
takes the initiative in the case of a partial revision
and the other refuses its consent, the only result is
that the question of revision is shelved until a more
favourable time.

2.  A partial revision may also take place by means
of the popular initiative, which is defined by the
constitution as follows:  "A demand presented by
50,000 Swiss voters for the adoption of a new article,
or the repeal or modification of certain specified
articles of the constitution then in force."l

When 50,000 electors make use of their right of
initiative, they cannot include in the same petition
propositions concerned with different subjects. They
must make as many distinct demands as there are
subjects to be revised (Art 121, paragraph 3). The
message of the Federal Council of the I3th of June
1890 gives the reason for this regulation: " This
separation of subjects has the advantage of giving
more liberty to the citizens. A demand by initia-
tive should not be drawn up in such a way that

1 [By the law of January 17, 1892, all signatures which are more
than six months old are invalid. The names, therefore, cannot be
collected gradually.]